
MERCY MEDICAL AIRLIFT

P.O. Box 1940

Cba.n.tabte Mtld.iGU AJr Truspon ProtPams
Scrvmt Vir;Uua and tb8 Nltioc

Manassas.. \'A 1110 (703) 361.. 1191 Fax (703) 361 ..1792
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April 26, 1996

Dear Hr. Caton:

~. ~illiam F. caton
Acting secretary
Federal COBaunications
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington. DC 20054

Re: C~nts of Mercy 1I41dical Airlift
RJI-8784
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Attached are the Co~ of M41rcy Medical Airlift
concernin; the p*~ition of Sky ."'tioD Int..mat-ional,
Inc. to _t:abliflh a GlObal S1:.rat.08pheric: 'l'elecoDlD1ica
tions Service (GSTS).

An original and five cop1•• of the CDDB.n~s are
provid.ed. •

Attaomaents



Before the
fEDERAL COIOWHICATIOHS COIIIIISSION I~l 'J \

washington. DC 20864

In the Mat.tar of AJlandment of Parts 2
and 15 of the Coaiss1on' s R\llea to
Pet'wit: U.. of Radio Frequ.nci•• Above
40 GHz for New Radio App11ea~ion.

Pe~1tion of Sky Station International, Inc.
forAMacblant: of 'the Ccma1••1on t s
Rules to Establish Requ1nmen~ tor a
Global s~ratospheric T.l~ications

Service in the 47.2-47.5 asz and
47.9-48.2 GHz Frequency Sande
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R!I-8781t

OOMKBNTS OF Mercy Medical Airlift.

Mercy Medical Airlift. sutaits t:hee. C~ts

in support of the Petition of Sky Station International. Inc.

(-Sky station·) to establish a nev Global s~r.~o.pberic Tele

communications Service (ftGSTSft) in the 47.2-47.5 GHz and 47.9-

48 .2 QR. Prequency Ban~. Mercy Medical Airlift urq•• the

Comei••ion to impl...nt promptly appropriate rul.. for the

lapl...ntation of GS'rS so that this service can be ..de available

to the pUblic all 800n as possible. As explained below, the tele

oomaunications services Offered by GSTS will serve the pUb1ic

interest by providinq the air medical transport and IMKlical

relief community with a superior method of excbanqing and

aceessinq critical health oare in~oraat.ion and cc.awdca"tin9

operational a•••ages. Mercy Medical Airlift believes. there~ore,

th.~ GSTS will lead not only to improv4ld heal1:h care aero•• the

globe, but that it will make Q difference in ~he nu~.r of liv••

••ved.



I.. "tGIti'Omm l.HD SftTEJIIN'l' OF IH'l'RR,BS'1'

Marcy M.~1cal Airlift is an or9.n1za~ion that provides,

coordinates and manages a nationwide network of charitable a~r

medical transport non-profit charity organizations ••rv1nq the

public qood. There are scoree of patients moved daily allover

the u.s. and reliable, inexpensive telec~nication.and

position tracking data is an •••ential caapan~nt for all

aperat:.1ons.. reese.r51 Aviation Requla't.lons require that MIlA

..dical and flight crewe .~y in toucb wi~h our Medical Director

and dispatch oftice. The current extrem81y hiqh price of such

remote cOlDlunioat1ons k.eps our airborne crews tied to 1IIaJUDg'

calls fro- ground pay phones every tim. they land - of~.n delay

inq flights. When Ow:' medical crew. need physician direction 

they JlU8t now again find pay phones (as cellular phone won't work

becauae tnav are landing in 4it~arent cit!•• and townS) .. Thi.

works very poorly and is frankly unreliable. Mercy Medi.cal

Airlift is involved in th.e transport of nearly 7,OO<J patients per

year. R_liable low-cost cO..-wlicat:ions is nt!al to our

operat.ion.

II. pglLXC INTER':tT aDVrrs OF QUJ

GSTS will provide the medical co-.unity and the medical

air tran-port c01lllUnity with a .uoh needed world.-wide.. afforCS

able, and reliable cOJlllunicationa ••rvice. In the I18CU.cal are.,

tile ability to exohanqe in.format1on quick~y and. r.~iably is

cri~ical. In soae ar••• , those provid.inq aedical a••iatance



Respectfully sua.itted,

3

cannot even atford to access suOb vi~al information or

c~u:niaate their n••d. of situat1on. ThroQ,_ 'tllll low-cos't.

global services provided by GS'l'S, however I the medical-relief and.

air .-dieal tranaport communitie. will now be in a position to

access and to ~ran8.it around the world, inoluding to third world

ccuntries, life-savinq health care inforaation. SUCh information

would include, for example, taleaedlcal diagnoses of injurie. and

dis84S8S. Further, GSTS will enhance universal ...rqency rescue

and warning services. Thus, CSTS will not only assist the

medical relief and air medical transport co-.unities in ...~inq

medioal needs and treatinq 111n••• and 41..... , bUt. 11; .ay" in

taot, ~8V.nt medical disasters from occurring in the first

place.

III. SU}QIARy

In 1l!J1DIJIary, Mercy Mediaal Airlift beli.v.. that the

telecommunications service ottere4 by GS~ will enhance

international and stateside .eaical-relief efforts. The int~.~

of the public is best-served by improvlHS and incr••••d exchange

ot medical information. Marcy Medical Airlif~ strongly supports

the petition of Sky station and urqes the Commi••1on to implement

promptly rules for GSTS.

Pr••ident:/CBO
P.O. Box 1940
Mana.s", VA 22110

Date Submitted! April ~6, 1996


